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Buddy Meyer
Assistant District Attorney
Travis County District Attorney's Office
PO Box 1748
Austin, TX 78767

Dear Mr. Meyer:

Records were obtained from the Austin Police Department (PD) crime laboratory on the full list of twenty-three drug cases

that were cited in the complaint letter your office received from Debra Stephens, dated December 27,2011.

While you have two leffers from me discussing four of these twenty-three cases; this report will address all twenty-three

cases.

Atfached is a spreadsheet which lists the cases, states when a preliminary result was issued, when the actual lab report was

issued and when the testins was conducted.

The Austin PD laboratoryl or", all records electronically in a Laboratory Information Management System (LIMS); retaining

no paper documents. Dates of when data is entered into the LIMS are recorded. These drug cases were reviewed by either

me or Diana Salas of the Department of Public Safety (DPS) Austin crime laboratory and we both formerly analyzed drug

evidence for periods ofbetween five and ten years.

Ultimately, it is our opinion that the testing of evidence on these cases fully supports the results as stated in the issued

laboratory reports, with one exception: on lab case, #L-1000034, the compound reported initially in January 2010 was

determined in a supplemental test and reported in August 2010 to not be present in the evidence. Note that the compound

initially reported was not a controlled substance. On one case, # L-1006701, there were no chemical tests performed;

however, that limitation is clearly stated in the laboratory report. (Identification based on physical and pharmaceutical

markings.)

Regarding the preliminary results issued; in some cases, the dates that the weights of drugs and the testing of those drugs were

entered into the LIMS were after the date that the preliminary results on those samples were issued. See each specific case to

ascertain which cases fit this category. It was explained by Austin PD laboratory Quality Assurance Manager Tony Arnold

that written notes of weights and chemical spot tests, as well as microscopic tests of marihuana, were disposed of when the

data was transcribed into the LIMS. That practice is no longer accepted at the Austin PD laboratory. In my opinion, it would

not meet ASCLD/LAB accreditation standards under 1.4.2.16 regarding generation and maintaining records to support

conclusions. The laboratory has discontinued the practice of issuing preliminary results and now issues only the laboratory

report at the conclusion of all testing.

Sincerelv.

D. Pat Joh
Deputy Assistant Director
Crime Lab

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
COURTESY. SERVICE. PROTECTION

Januarv 30.2012
COMMISSION

ALLAN B- POLUNSKY, CHAIF
ADA BROWN
JOHN STEEN

CARIN MARCY BARTH
A. CYNTHIA LEON
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